The point of comparison
We set out at the beginning to compare Japanese and Chinese experiences of modern economic development. This raises an immediate challenge: How do we compare? What to compare? And what we do want to get out of the comparison? There are various frameworks available for us to use to rationalize and structure our comparative investigation. Japanese and Chinese experiences of modern economic development can be a problem of the East Asian model of economic development: How much do Japan and China reinforce the idea that there is an East Asian model of economic development? How much have Japanese and Chinese development experiences followed the same pattern of development as witnessed among countries in East Asia in the long decades of post-World War II waves of such development?
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The Japanese and Chinese experiences can also be seen as cases of economic development of developing countries, along the lines of modernization theory: How much did modern institutions and arrangements shape up in Japan and China for their high-speed economic growth to take place? How are the unique growth and development of Japan and China accountable, using a general factors-of-productionbased model of economic growth, factors such as labor, capital, land, and technology? How many changes have been in industrial structure in Japan and China as expected in the standard model of structural change in stages of economic development, from concentration in agriculture to industry, from rural to urban, from traditional sectors to services sector? How is the economic development of Japan and China related to the broad social, cultural, and political transformation of the country?
Instances of Modern Economic Development 231
Finally, Japanese and Chinese experiences can also be seen as instances of the rise of modern economy at the national level and an important part of the global evolution of modern world economy: How much are Japanese and Chinese experiences of modern economic development related to the early forms of capitalist economies? How do Japan and China fit into the global emergence of modern capitalist economy differently? Does Japan represent a reinforcing or even divergent instance of the modern economy, while China represents a distinct model of the modern economy?
These different frameworks developed in long, constant debates in growth and development economics and in comparative political economy, and came from different discipline backgrounds as well as different theoretical and methodological traditions. The associated debates and research programs, that is, varieties of capitalism, the East Asian model of economic development, neoliberal economic order, and world economic system and structure, have shaped and defined a field of scholarship that attempts to ascertain the structure and dynamics of modern political economy and the shaping and working of the underlying force at the national and system levels. Capitalist market economy has become the dominant force and form of political economy today. Developmentalism reflects a particular type of modern political economy and stands for a particular set of countries that shared their historical standing in the development of modern capitalism economy, and a particular way of organizing their economic activities. The literature of world economic system and structure brings the global dynamics and structure of economic organization, global process of the rise and fall of different types of political economy at the national level, as well as the combination of the above forming a constraining structure for national economies, into our debate and analysis on national development models.
Looking at Japan and China from each of these frameworks gives an opportunity to see how Japan and China relate to these dominant frameworks and the structure, process, and historical circumstances of the political economies they reflect, and what Japan and China mean for each of the understandings. Comparative analysis of Japan and China in these frameworks does allow us to see how these frameworks relate, reflected in a perspective on the modern world economy. Indeed, it allows us to think of Japan and China beyond these individual frameworks, and to see whether the development and shaping of the world economic system is the product of different political economies at the national level, and the global expansion and domination of the most
